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PETITION NO:  A-863-24 
 
Requested Action:   Decrease front building setback from 100’ to 50’ to allow the reconstruction of 
the Chapel building so it can remain in line with the main sanctuary and the historic cemetery. 
      
Location:  161 Flat Creek Trail, Fayetteville, Georgia 30214 
 
Parcel(s): 0713 104 
 
District/Land Lot(s):  7th District, Land Lot(s) 57 & 58  
 
Zoning:   A-R, Agricultural-Residential 
 
Lot Size:   16.71 Acres 
 
Owner(s):  Flat Creek Baptist Church 
 
Agent:   Bill Entrekin 
 
Zoning Board of Appeal Public Hearing:  July 22, 2024     
 
REQUEST 
 
Applicant is requesting the following: 
 

Per Sec. 110-169.n. – 4.(i)., requesting to reduce the minimum front yard setback for 
structures from 100’ to 50’. 

 
STAFF ASSESSMENT 
 
The historic nature of the church and cemetery should be considered in this request. The main 
sanctuary is already located with the 50’ setback, as a result of the approval of A-297-88, in which a 
request for a 50’ setback for the sanctuary was approved on August 23, 1988. This request is to 
maintain the alignment of all structures and the cemetery along the road frontage.  
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HISTORY 
 
This parcel is a legal lot of record and the property is zoned A-R, Agricultural-Residential. There is no 
history of rezoning. The church was constituted in 1836 and moved to its current location in 1910.  
The sanctuary that they want to rebuild was built c. 1957. 
 
Churches are Conditional Uses, per Sec. 110-169.(2)n.  In most instances, a variance is not allowed for 
a conditional use. However, Sec. 110-242.(b) provides an exception for legal nonconforming 
conditional uses to be eligible to be considered for a variance. Because this Church has been in this 
location since 1910, it is a legal nonconforming use. It is nonconforming because it doesn’t meet the 
front yard building setbacks.  In fact, the road was on a prescriptive easement at the time of 
establishment and there were no specified building setbacks.   Right of Way for Flat Creek Trail was 
acquired in the 1960s. 
 

Sec. 110-242.(b) Request for a variance. The zoning board of appeals may authorize, 
upon appeal in specific cases, a variance from the terms of these regulations as will 
not be contrary to the public interest where, owing to special conditions, a literal 
enforcement of the provisions of these regulations will, in an individual case, result in 
practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship, so that the spirit of these regulations shall 
be observed, public safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done. 
However, no lot is eligible for a variance for reduction in lot size, lot width, or road 
frontage, unless the variance request is for an improved illegal lot. A variance shall not 
be granted for any requirements of a conditional use with the exception of a legal 
nonconforming conditional use (see article V of this chapter), or a use of land, building, 
or structure that is prohibited in the zoning district at issue, except as otherwise 
provided herein. In exercising the powers described in this subsection, the zoning 
board of appeals shall not consider any nonconforming use of neighboring lands, 
structures or buildings in the same zoning district, and no permitted use of lands, 
structures, or buildings in other zoning districts as grounds for the issuance of a 
variance. 

 
Church History 
 
From the Fayette County Historical Society webpage: Flat Creek Baptist Church - Fayette Historical 
Society  -- https://fayettehistoricalsociety.com/2021/01/04/flat-creek-baptist-church/ 
 

August 31, 1826 
 
Flat Creek Baptist Church 
  
Flat Creek Baptist Church was constituted on August 31, 1826. It was established as a mission 
church of Whitewater Baptist Church, and early on, was called “The Church of Christ at Flat 
Creek.” 
Its first building, a log structure, was erected in 1827 near what is now Sumner Road in today’s 
Peachtree City. The first Deacon Ordination was in 1838. A great revival in 1866 added 137 
members. A new building was constructed in 1876, with help from Mt. Ebal Masonic Lodge, 
which met in the church. Sunday School began in 1891. 

https://fayettehistoricalsociety.com/2021/01/04/flat-creek-baptist-church/
https://fayettehistoricalsociety.com/2021/01/04/flat-creek-baptist-church/
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In 1910, the congregation moved to its present location on what is now Flat Creek Trail in 
Fayetteville and built a wooden sanctuary. The church emphasized missions throughout the 
1920s through its Woman’s Missionary Society, Young Woman’s Auxiliary, Royal Ambassadors 
for boys, and support of the national campaign to advance missions worldwide. The church 
today maintains its mission’s emphasis and focus on children, youth, and families. 
 
“Full time” (every Sunday) service began in 1955, and a new sanctuary was dedicated in 1957. 
Flat Creek held services and events throughout 1976 in recognition of its 150th Anniversary. 
 
The church experienced exponential growth through the remainder of the 20th century with 
progressive increases in membership and building programs for a large modern worship 
center, educational space, and a children’s facility. 
 
Flat Creek Baptist Church looks forward to its 200th anniversary in 2026 and continued 
ministry to the community and beyond. 
 
By Janis Hooper 
Source: Flat Creek Baptist Church records 
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ZONING REQUIREMENTS 
 
Sec. 110-169. – Conditional Use Approval. 
 (2) Conditional uses allowed. 
 n. Church and/or other place of worship. 

4. Minimum setbacks for structures and use areas (excluding parking areas 
and tot lots as defined herein). 

   (i) Front yard: 100 feet. 
   (ii) Side yard: 50 feet. 
   (iii) Rear yard: 75 feet. 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS  

 
 Water System – No comments.  
 Public Works – No objections. 
 Environmental Management – No comments. 
 Environmental Health Department – This office has no objection to the proposed variance. 

However, this does not constitute approval of any reconstruction or changes to the chapel.  
 Department of Building Safety – A permit is required for all demolition and construction 

work.  
 Fire – No comments. 
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VARIANCE SUMMARY & CRITERIA FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
Staff Assessment   
 

Please refer to the application form for the applicant’s justification of criteria. 
 
The Fayette County Zoning Ordinance, Sec. 110-242. (b) states that in order to grant a 
variance, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall and must find that all five (5) conditions 
below exist.   
 
1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular 

piece of property in question because of its size, shape or topography.   
The historic nature of the use contributes to the nonconforming layout of the buildings and 
cemetery. 

 
2. The application of these regulations to this particular piece of property would create a 

practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship; and, 
The church would like to rebuild the chapel to improve access from the guest and handicapped 
parking areas. 
 

3. Such conditions are peculiar to the particular piece of property involved; and, 
There are not many historic churches in the county, so the arrangement of structures and uses 
is unique. 
 

4. Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair 
the purposes and intent of these regulations; provided, however, no variance may be 
granted for a use of land or building or structure that is prohibited by this Ordinance; 
and 

The setback reduction is not likely to have an adverse impact on the community. 
 

5. A literal interpretation of this Ordinance would deprive the applicant of any rights that 
others in the same District are allowed; and, 

The applicant would not be able to rebuild in the area of the parcel where the existing chapel 
is located. 
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SURVEY 
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	A-863-24 Staff Report.pdf
	PETITION NO:  A-863-24
	Location:  161 Flat Creek Trail, Fayetteville, Georgia 30214
	Parcel(s): 0713 104
	Owner(s):  Flat Creek Baptist Church
	Agent:   Bill Entrekin
	Zoning Board of Appeal Public Hearing:  July 22, 2024
	REQUEST
	HISTORY
	(2) Conditional uses allowed.
	n. Church and/or other place of worship.
	4. Minimum setbacks for structures and use areas (excluding parking areas and tot lots as defined herein).
	(i) Front yard: 100 feet.
	(ii) Side yard: 50 feet.
	(iii) Rear yard: 75 feet.
	DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS
	 Water System – No comments.
	 Public Works – No objections.
	 Environmental Management – No comments.
	 Environmental Health Department – This office has no objection to the proposed variance. However, this does not constitute approval of any reconstruction or changes to the chapel.
	 Department of Building Safety – A permit is required for all demolition and construction work.
	 Fire – No comments.

	A-864-24 Staff Report.pdf
	PETITION NO:  A-864-24-A-B
	Location:  150 Forrest Lake Way, Fayetteville, Georgia 30215
	Parcel(s): 0512 06012
	Owner(s):  Arthur Ash III and Allison Ash
	Agent:   N/A
	Zoning Board of Appeal Public Hearing:  July 22, 2024
	REQUEST
	HISTORY
	(d) Dimensional requirements. The minimum dimensional requirements within the R-40 zoning district shall be as follows:
	(1) Lot area per dwelling unit:
	a. Where central sanitary sewage or central water distribution systems are provided: 43,560 square feet (one acre).
	b. Where neither a central sanitary sewage nor a central water distribution system is provided: 65,340 square feet (1.5 acres).
	(2) Lot width:
	a. Major thoroughfare:
	1. Arterial: 150 feet.
	2. Collector: 150 feet.
	b. Minor thoroughfare: 125 feet.
	(3) Floor area: 1,500 square feet.
	(4) Front yard setback:
	a. Major thoroughfare:
	1. Arterial: 60 feet.
	2. Collector: 60 feet.
	b. Minor thoroughfare: 40 feet.
	(5) Rear yard setback: 30 feet.
	(6) Side yard setback: 15 feet.
	(7) Height limit: 35 feet.
	DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS
	 Water System – No comments.
	 Public Works – No objections.
	 Environmental Management – No objections.
	 Environmental Health Department – No objections.
	 Department of Building Safety – If approved, each shed exceeding 199 square feet or with electrical must have a permit submitted/reviewed/approved and issued before any work occurs.
	 Fire – No objections.

	A-865-24 Staff Report.pdf
	PETITION NO:  A-865-24-A-B-C
	Location:  139 Lee’s Lake Road, Fayetteville, Georgia 30215
	Parcel(s): 0708 060
	Owner(s):  Roland E. Sasser, Jr.
	Agent:   N/A
	Zoning Board of Appeal Public Hearing:  July 22, 2024
	REQUEST
	HISTORY
	(e) Residential accessory structures located in a front yard. On a single frontage lot, the area between the street and the front building line shall be treated as a front yard with regard to the location of residential accessory structures. On a corn...
	No residential accessory structure shall be located in a front yard except: a well/pump house consisting of 70 square feet or less; a detached garage on a single frontage lot, a through lot or in the primary front yard of a corner lot (see subsection ...
	(1) Detached garage located in the front yard of a single frontage lot, a through lot, or a primary front yard on a corner lot. Said detached garage shall meet the following requirements:
	a. The detached garage shall not be located more than 35 feet from the principal structure.
	b. The design of the detached garage shall match with the general residential architectural style inherent in the existing principal structure, including, but not limited, to: roof pitch, roof facade, facade, residential windows, and residential doors...
	c. The detached garage shall have at least one opening for vehicular access.
	d. The detached garage shall be connected to the principal structure by at least one of the following, and elevation drawings denoting compliance with the following requirements shall be submitted as part of the building permit application:
	1. An attached or detached breezeway. Said breezeway shall be a minimum of six feet in width and a minimum of eight feet in height (interior measurement). A detached breezeway shall be constructed within six inches of the principal structure and the d...
	2. An attached raised deck. Said attached raised deck shall be a minimum height of 15 inches. The deck shall have a minimum width of six feet. Said deck shall have guard rails measuring a minimum of three feet in height; or
	3. An attached or detached pergola. Said pergola shall consist of parallel colonnades supporting an open roof of beams and crossing rafters, shall be a minimum of six feet in width and a minimum of eight feet in height (interior measurement). A detach...
	DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS
	 Water System – No comments.
	 Public Works – No objections.
	 Environmental Management – No objections.
	 Environmental Health Department – No objections.
	 Department of Building Safety – If approved, Building Safety requires metal buildings to have site-specific plans. A permit must be submitted/reviewed/approved, and issued before any work occurs.
	 Fire – No objections.

	A-865-24 Staff Report.pdf
	PETITION NO:  A-865-24-A-B-C
	Location:  139 Lee’s Lake Road, Fayetteville, Georgia 30215
	Parcel(s): 0708 060
	Owner(s):  Roland E. Sasser, Jr.
	Agent:   N/A
	Zoning Board of Appeal Public Hearing:  July 22, 2024
	REQUEST
	HISTORY
	(e) Residential accessory structures located in a front yard. On a single frontage lot, the area between the street and the front building line shall be treated as a front yard with regard to the location of residential accessory structures. On a corn...
	No residential accessory structure shall be located in a front yard except: a well/pump house consisting of 70 square feet or less; a detached garage on a single frontage lot, a through lot or in the primary front yard of a corner lot (see subsection ...
	(1) Detached garage located in the front yard of a single frontage lot, a through lot, or a primary front yard on a corner lot. Said detached garage shall meet the following requirements:
	a. The detached garage shall not be located more than 35 feet from the principal structure.
	b. The design of the detached garage shall match with the general residential architectural style inherent in the existing principal structure, including, but not limited, to: roof pitch, roof facade, facade, residential windows, and residential doors...
	c. The detached garage shall have at least one opening for vehicular access.
	d. The detached garage shall be connected to the principal structure by at least one of the following, and elevation drawings denoting compliance with the following requirements shall be submitted as part of the building permit application:
	1. An attached or detached breezeway. Said breezeway shall be a minimum of six feet in width and a minimum of eight feet in height (interior measurement). A detached breezeway shall be constructed within six inches of the principal structure and the d...
	2. An attached raised deck. Said attached raised deck shall be a minimum height of 15 inches. The deck shall have a minimum width of six feet. Said deck shall have guard rails measuring a minimum of three feet in height; or
	3. An attached or detached pergola. Said pergola shall consist of parallel colonnades supporting an open roof of beams and crossing rafters, shall be a minimum of six feet in width and a minimum of eight feet in height (interior measurement). A detach...
	DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS
	 Water System – No comments.
	 Public Works – No objections.
	 Environmental Management – No objections.
	 Environmental Health Department – No objections.
	 Department of Building Safety – If approved, Building Safety requires metal buildings to have site-specific plans. A permit must be submitted/reviewed/approved, and issued before any work occurs.
	 Fire – No objections.

	A-866-24 Staff Report.pdf
	PETITION NO:  A-866-24
	Location:  100 Berry Ridge Road, Fayetteville, Georgia 30215
	Parcel(s): 0515  020
	Owner(s):  Tim Hester
	Agent:   N/A
	Zoning Board of Appeal Public Hearing:  July 22, 2024
	REQUEST
	HISTORY
	(c) Number and size. The number and size of residential accessory structures shall conform to the requirements described herein.
	(1) Residential accessory structures shall be limited to one of the following options:
	b. One residential accessory structure, per individual lot, footprint not to exceed 1,800 square feet. This residential accessory structure may include up to 700 square feet of heated and finished floor area to be utilized as a guesthouse. A residenti...
	DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS
	 Water System – No water service at this location. No comments.
	 Public Works – No objections.
	 Environmental Management – No objections.
	 Environmental Health Department – No objections.
	 Department of Building Safety – No issues. Building permit required.
	 Fire – No objections.

	Building Concept Plan.pdf
	Building Concept 1
	Building Concept 2
	Building Concept 3

	A-867-24 Staff Report.pdf
	PETITION NO:  A-867-24
	Location:  1950-1960 Highway 85 N, Fayetteville, Georgia 30214
	Parcel(s): 0552 015
	Owner(s):  BWR Midgard Self Storage 3, LLC
	Agent:   Robert Copenhaver
	Zoning Board of Appeal Public Hearing:  July  22, 2024
	REQUEST
	HISTORY
	DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS
	 Water System – No comments.
	 Public Works – No objections.
	 Environmental Management – No objections.
	 Environmental Health Department – This office has no objection to the proposed variance. This area does not affect the septic system or future area for septic system.
	 Department of Building Safety – No objections.
	 Fire – No objections.

	A-868-24 Staff Report.pdf
	PETITION NO:  A-868-24-A-B-C
	Location:  100 Kenley Dr, Fayetteville, Georgia 30215
	Parcel(s): 040101004
	Owner(s):  James Keith Berggren
	Agent:   Cole Antley
	Zoning Board of Appeal Public Hearing:  July 22, 2024
	REQUEST
	HISTORY
	DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS
	 Water System – Fayette County Water System does not provide water service to this parcel.
	 Public Works – No comments.
	 Environmental Management – No comments.
	 Environmental Health Department – This office has no objection to the proposed variance. This is not approval of construction for the structures. Proper applications must be submitted to this office prior to any construction.
	 Department of Building Safety – If approved, all structures must have permits reviewed/approved and issued before any construction begins.
	 Fire – No objections.




