
AGENDA 
January 9, 2020 

6:30 p.m. 

Welcome to the meeting of your Fayette County Board of Commissioners. Your participation in County government is appreciated. All 
regularly scheduled Board meetings are open to the public and are held on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 

Call to Order by County Attorney Dennis A. Davenport 

ORGANIZATIONAL SESSION: 

Election of Board Chairman for the year 2020. 

Election of Board Vice Chairman for the year 2020. 

OFFICIAL SESSION: 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance by Commissioner Randy Ognio 
Acceptance of Agenda 

PROCLAMATION/RECOGNITION: 

1. Recognition of the Fayette County 7th Annual Merry Door Decorating Contest winners.

PUBLIC HEARING: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Speakers will be given a five (5) minute maximum time limit to speak before the Board of Commissioners about various topics, issues, and concerns. 
Speakers must direct comments to the Board. Responses are reserved at the discretion of the Board. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

2. Approval of authorization to sign checks combining any of the following two signatures for transactions at or above
$5,000.00: Chairman, Vice-Chairman, County Administrator.

3. Approval of authorization to sign checks for transactions in the amount of $4,999.99 or less: Chairman, Vice-Chairman,
County Administrator.

4. Approval of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and the County Administrator to execute contracts, resolutions, agreements,
or other documents approved by and on behalf of the Board of Commissioners.
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Agenda 
January 9, 2020 
Page Number 2 

In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, accommodations are available for those who are hearing impaired and/or in need of a 
wheelchair.  The Board of Commissioners Agenda and supporting material for each item is available on-line through the County’s website at 
www.fayettecountyga.gov. This meeting will be telecast on Comcast Cable Channel 23 and on the internet at www.livestream.com . 

5. Approval of a request from the County Clerk for authorization to file the required Certificate of Appointment indicating
that the Fayette County Republican Party has re-appointed Aaron Wright to the Board of Elections for a four-year term
commencing February 1, 2020 and expiring January 31, 2024.

6. Approval of a request from the County Clerk for authorization to file the required Certificate of Appointment indicating
that the Fayette County Democratic Party has re-appointed Darryl Hicks to the Board of Elections for a four-year term
commencing February 1, 2020 and expiring January 31, 2024.

7. Adoption of Resolution 2020-01; Establishing the Qualifying Fees for the 2020 elections in Fayette County.

8. Approval of a Resolution from Association of County Commission of Georgia (ACCG) to approve the re-appointment of
County Administrator Steve Rapson as the Fayette County Legislative Coordinator (CLC).

9. Approval of the Water Committee recommendation to approve the Leap Into Spring - Community 5K and Fun Run on
February 29, 2020 and to close Lake Horton Park during the event from 6:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.

10. Approval of revised speed zone permit list of State approved roadways; List # 1119-113.

11. Approval of the December 12, 2019 Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes.

OLD BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS: 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS: 

A. Contract #1431-P: Transportation Engineer of Record Task Order #33: Starr’s Mill School Tunnel Design 

ATTORNEY’S REPORTS: 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

ADJOURNMENT: 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
  your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Administration County Administrator Steve Rapson

Recognition of the Fayette County 7th Annual Merry Door Decorating Contest winners. 

Each year, County departments participated in the door decorating contest in honor of the Christmas holiday season. 

The winning departments were: 
1st Place-Administration and Library 
2nd Place- Court Services-Sheriff 
3rd Place-Tax Assessors 

This seasonal event builds team work and brings a festive appearance to the departments.

Recognition of the Fayette County 7th Annual Merry Door Decorating Contest winners. 

Not applicable.

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Not Applicable

Not Applicable Yes

Thursday, January 9, 2020 Proclamation/Recognition (Item #1)
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
  your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Board of Commissioners Chairman

Approval of a request from the County Clerk for authorization to file the required Certificate of Appointment indicating that the Fayette 
County Republican Party has re-appointed Aaron Wright to the Board of Elections for a four-year term commencing February 1, 2020 and 
expiring January 31, 2024.  

The Fayette County Board of Elections is made up of three appointees. Two of the seats are filled by the political parties of the top two 
parties having garnered the most votes in previous elections. Typically these are the Democratic and Republican Parties, respectively. 
The third seat is filled by an appointee of the Governing Authority (Board of Commissioners). 

Members of the Board of Elections serve four-year terms. The term for Aaron Wright will expire on January 31, 2024. The Fayette County 
Republican Party has re-appointed Mr. Wright as its representative. 

While the Board of Commissioners has no input or control on the appointees of the two political parties, the law does require that the 
Governing Authority (via the County Clerk) is to file a Certificate of Appointment with the Clerk of Superior Court indicating that the 
appointments of the political parties was done in accordance with the law. Thus, this request is being made.

Approval of a request from the County Clerk for authorization to file the required Certificate of Appointment indicating that the Fayette 
County Republican Party has re-appointed Aaron Wright to the Board of Elections for a four-year term commencing February 1, 2020 and 
expiring January 31, 2024. 

Not Applicable.

Yes Thursday, January 28, 2016

No Yes

Not Applicable

Not Applicable Yes

Thursday, January 9, 2020 Consent (Item #5)
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State of Georgia; 
County of Fayette 
 

CERTIFICATION OF APPOINTMENT TO THE 
FAYETTE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

 
 

I, Tameca P. White, duly appointed Clerk of the Board of Commissioners 
of Fayette County, Georgia, and acting on behalf of said Board of 
Commissioners, do hereby certify that the following individual has been duly 
appointed to serve on the Fayette County Board of Elections by the Fayette 
County Republican Party, as provided by the laws of Georgia and the local Act 
establishing said Fayette County Board of Elections: 
 

Aaron Wright 
290 Monmouth Drive 

Fayetteville, Georgia 30214 
 

Mr. Wright is an elector and resident of Fayette County and has been 
appointed to fill a four-year term which commenced on February 1, 2020 and 
will expire on January 31, 2024. 
 

So certified this 19th day of February 2020 by 
 
 
 
       ____________________________ 
       Tameca P. White, County Clerk 
       Board of Commissioners 
       Fayette County, Georgia 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
  your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Board of Commissioners Chairman

Approval of a request from the County Clerk for authorization to file the required Certificate of Appointment indicating that the Fayette 
County Democratic Party has re-appointed Darryl Hicks to the Board of Elections for a four-year term commencing February 1, 2020 and 
expiring January 31, 2024.  

The Fayette County Board of Elections is made up of three appointees. Two of the seats are filled by the political parties of the top two 
parties having garnered the most votes in previous elections. Typically these are the Democratic and Republican Parties, respectively. 
The third seat is filled by an appointee of the Governing Authority (Board of Commissioners). 

Members of the Board of Elections serve four-year terms. The term for Darryl Hicks will expire on January 31, 2024. The Fayette County 
Democratic Party has re-appointed Mr. Hicks as its representative. 

While the Board of Commissioners has no input or control on the appointees of the two political parties, the law does require that the 
Governing Authority (via the County Clerk) is to file a Certificate of Appointment with the Clerk of Superior Court indicating that the 
appointments of the political parties was done in accordance with the law. Thus, this request is being made.

Approval of a request from the County Clerk for authorization to file the required Certificate of Appointment indicating that the Fayette 
County Democratic Party has re-appointed Darryl Hicks to the Board of Elections for a four-year term commencing February 1, 2020 and 
expiring January 31, 2024.  

Not Applicable.

Yes Thursday, January 28, 2016

No Yes

Not Applicable

Not Applicable Yes

Thursday, January 9, 2020 Consent (Item #6)
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December 24, 2019 

Floyd Jones 

Director of Elections and Voter Registration 

Fayette County, Georgia 

 

Mr. Jones, 

The Fayette County Democratic Committee hereby re-appoints Darryl Hicks to another term on the 

Fayette County Board of Elections and Voter Registration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Carolyn K. Fludd 

Carolyn K. Fludd, Chair 

Fayette County Democratic Committee 
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State of Georgia; 
County of Fayette 
 

CERTIFICATION OF APPOINTMENT TO THE 
FAYETTE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

 
 

I, Tameca P. White, duly appointed Clerk of the Board of Commissioners 
of Fayette County, Georgia, and acting on behalf of said Board of 
Commissioners, do hereby certify that the following individual has been duly 
appointed to serve on the Fayette County Board of Elections by the Fayette 
County Democratic Pary, as provided by the laws of Georgia and the local Act 
establishing said Fayette County Board of Elections: 
 

Darryl Hicks 
245 Oak Manor 

Fayetteville, Georgia 30215 
 

Mr. Hicks is an elector and resident of Fayette County and has been 
appointed to fill a four-year term which commenced on February 1, 2020 and 
will expire on January 31, 2024. 
 

So certified this 19th day of February 2020 by 
 
 
 
       ____________________________ 
       Tameca P. White, County Clerk 
       Board of Commissioners 
       Fayette County, Georgia 
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
  your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Clerk Tameca P. White, County Clerk

Adoption of Resolution 2020-01; Establishing the Qualifying Fees for the 2020 elections in Fayette County.

In accordance with O.G.G.A. § 21-2-131(a)(1)(A-B), the governing authority of all counties in Georgia must establish and publish 
qualifying fees for upcoming elections. 

Each position's qualifying fee is calculated based on applicable Georgia law. 

Once this resolution is adopted, the qualifying fees will be formally advertised and published with the county's legal organ (newspaper).

Adoption of Resolution 2020-01; Establishing Qualifying Fees for the 2020 elections in Fayette County.

No

No Yes

Not Applicable Yes

Thursday, January 9, 2020 Consent (Item # 7)
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RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING QUALIFYING FEES 
FOR ELECTIONS IN 2020 IN FAYETTE COUNTY 

2020-01 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County is commanded by the Official Code 
of Georgia, Section 21-2-131(1)(a-b) to establish official qualifying fees for each county office to be filled 
in each election in Fayette County; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved by said Board of Commissioners that the following 
qualifying fees are fixed and shall apply to the county offices to be filled during the General Election to 
be held in 2020 in Fayette County: 
 

Board of Education, Districts 1, 3 and 5    $306.00 
 
Clerk of Superior Court      $2,173.02 

 
County Commission Districts 1, 2 and 5    $625.01 
 
Coroner        $244.50 
 
Probate Court Judge      $2,173.02 
 
Magistrate Judge      $530.31 
 
Sheriff        $2,424.59 
 
Solicitor General – State Court     $3,712.62 
 
Tax Commissioner      $2,173.02 

 
 
 
 So Resolved this 9th day of January 2020 by 
 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
       FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 
 
        
       ________________________________ 
                 Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
     Tameca P. White, County Clerk 



COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
  your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Board of Commissioners Chairman Randy Ognio

Approval of a Resolution from Association of County Commission of Georgia (ACCG) to approve the re-appointment of County 
Administrator Steve Rapson as the Fayette County Legislative Coordinator (CLC).

The Association of County Commission of Georgia (ACCG) requests this resolution from counties to indicate the appointment of the 
county's legislative coordinator.  

Mr. Rapson has served as the CLC for Fayette County for the past four years. 

The responsibilities are included as backup to this request.

Approval of a Resolution from Association of County Commission of Georgia (ACCG) to approve the re-appointment of County 
Administrator Steve Rapson as the Fayette County Legislative Coordinator (CLC).

No

No Yes

Not Applicable

Not Applicable Yes

Thursday, January 9, 2020 Consent (Item# 8)
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RESOLUTION 

______________________________ County Board of Commissioners 
Appointment of County Legislative Coordinator (CLC) 

WHEREAS, legislative decisions made by the Georgia General Assembly increasingly impact

county governments; and 

WHEREAS, ACCG monitors and reports on legislative proposals on a regular basis during and

after each legislative session; and 

WHEREAS, ACCG regularly seeks input and comment from county officials and staff in

assessing the impact of legislative proposals and in developing responses to such proposals; and 

WHEREAS, to ensure an effective and accurate response, there must be a process whereby

reports from ACCG and requests from ACCG for information or analysis of legislative proposals are 

directed to the most appropriate county officials or staff for a response; and  

WHEREAS, counties are most effective when they communicate directly with their legislative

delegation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED to most effectively respond to legislative proposals

affecting counties, there shall be one county official or staff person designated by the board of 

commissioners to serve as the County Legislative Coordinator (CLC) for ______________ County. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CLC for ______________County shall have the following:

1. Access to all department heads and county officials to obtain information and data.

2. Access to the members of the board of commissioners.

3. Working knowledge of county operations.

4. The ability and time to respond to requests for information from ACCG policy staff in a timely

manner.

5. Authority within the county government structure to request and receive timely responses to

requests for information.

6. Knowledge of the various departments within the county and the points of contact within each to

obtain information and feedback.

7. Ability to provide periodic reports to the members of the board of commissioners and other county

officials regarding the legislative reports and activities of ACCG.

8. Ability to coordinate the county’s feedback directly with its legislative delegation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the board of commissioners hereby designates -

______________   to serve as CLC for ______________County and until further notice. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that notice of this appointment be immediately transmitted to the

Association County Commissioners of Georgia.

This the ____________day of _________________, 2019. 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 
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Ideal ACCG County Legislative Coordinator (CLC) Responsibilities 

While the Georgia General Assembly is in session, County Legislative Coordinators are 
encouraged to:

• Monitor and evaluate ACCG’s weekly Legislative Update, occasional Action Alerts, and

Facebook Live updates, if possible, for their impact on county government operations.

• Disseminate these updates and alerts to appropriate county officials and staff, ensuring

that ACCG’s bill summaries and positions are known.

• Initiate and coordinate your county’s response and feedback on issues to ACCG.  While

ACCG sometimes specifically solicits feedback, feel free to provide input on any issue at

any time.

• Initiate and coordinate your county’s response on issues to your local legislative

delegation.

• Inform county commissioners, officials and staff on how to use the ACCG legislative

tracking feature on our website at www.accg.org.

• Receive and appropriately disseminate ACCG’s notification when local legislation is

introduced impacting your county.

• Work to strengthen the relationship and communication between your Board of

Commissioners and your local legislative delegation.

• Maintain direct contact information for your local legislative delegation.

The County Legislative Coordinator ideally should have:

• Access to all department heads and county officials to obtain information and data.

• Access to the Board of Commissioners.

• Working knowledge of county operations.

• Ability and time to respond to requests for information from the ACCG policy staff in a

timely manner – even brief responses are helpful.

• Authority within the county government structure to receive timely responses to request

for information.

• Ability to provide periodic reports to the Commissioners and other county officials on the

legislative reports and activities of ACCG.

• Permission, if possible, to contact members of the local legislative delegation directly.

Important 2020 dates and events to remember:

• ACCG Legislative Updates are sent, and Facebook Live occurs, every Friday.

• Capitol Legislative Updates are held at 10:00 a.m. every Friday during session in room
328 of the Coverdell Legislative Office Building.

• 2020 Capitol Connection Conference – February 27-28

• ACCG Annual Meeting – April 24-27
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
  your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Fayette County Water System Vanessa Tigert, Director

Approval of the Water Committee recommendation to approve the Leap Into Spring - Community 5K and Fun Run on February 29, 2020 
and to close Lake Horton Park during the event from 6:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.

The Recreation Department expects attendance to be between 50 and 150 participants for this event. 

The event set up time is 6:00 a.m. and closing remarks are at 11:00 a.m.

Approval of the Water Committee recommendation to approve the Leap Into Spring - Community 5K and Fun Run on February 29, 2020 
and to close Lake Horton Park during the event from 6:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.

N/A

No

No Yes

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Thursday, January 9, 2020 Consent (Item #9)
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COUNTY AGENDA REQUEST 

Department: Presenter(s):

Background/History/Details:

Wording for the Agenda:

What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?

If this item requires funding, please describe:

Has this request been considered within the past two years? If so, when?

Is Audio-Visual Equipment Required for this Request?*

Administrator's Approval

Backup Provided with Request?

Approved by Finance

Approved by Purchasing

Reviewed  by Legal

County Clerk's Approval

Staff Notes:

Meeting Date:

* All audio-visual material must be submitted to the County Clerk's Office no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting.  It is also
  your department's responsibility to ensure all third-party audio-visual material is submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

Type of Request:

Sheriff's Office Major Brian Eubanks

Approval of revised speed zone permit list of State approved roadways; List # 1119-113. 

Fayette County is required to review and submit a list of State approved roads for speed enforcement to the Department of 
Transportation every three years.  

A previous request was approved in August of 2019. Since then the State Department of Transportation has placed a School Zone on Ga 
92 at Goza Road.

Approval of revised speed zone permit list of State approved roadways; List # 1119-113. 

Yes August 2019

No Yes

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Thursday, January 9, 2020 Consent (Item # 10)
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Minutes 
December 12, 2019 

2:00 p.m. 

Welcome to the meeting of your Fayette County Board of Commissioners. Your participation in County government is appreciated. All 
regularly scheduled Board meetings are open to the public and are held on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 

Call to Order  
Chairman Randy Ognio called the December 12, 2019 Board of Commissioners meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. A quorum of the 
Board was present. Commission Rousseau was absent from the meeting.  

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance by Vice Chairman Charles Oddo 
Vice Chairman Charles Oddo offered the Invocation and led the Board and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Acceptance of Agenda 
Vice Chairman Oddo moved to accept the agenda as written. Commissioner Gibbons seconded. The motion passed 4-0. 
Commission Rousseau was absent from the meeting. 

PROCLAMATION/RECOGNITION: 

1. Recognition of the retirement of Chief Finance Officer Mary Parrott for 17 1/2 years of service to Fayette County.
County Administrator Steve Rapson, on behalf of the Board, congratulated Mary Parrott on her retirement. He expressed
his appreciation for her 17 1/2 years of service to Fayette County.

2. Recognition of the retirement of Building Safety Director Joe Scarborough for 18 1/2 years of service to Fayette
County.
County Administrator Steve Rapson, on behalf of the Board, congratulated Joe Scarborough on his retirement. He
expressed his appreciation for his 18 1/2 years of service to Fayette County.

3. Presentation, at the request of Chairman Randy Ognio, from Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) regarding the
Atlanta Region's Plan update for 2020.

Center for Livable Communities Director Mike Alexander with the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) presented the
Atlanta Region's Plan update for 2020, along with Rob Lebeau, Workforce Solutions Manager also with the Atlanta
Regional Commission (ARC) who presented Workforce Services Fayette County-Overview.

Mr. Alexander expressed his appreciation to the Board for the opportunity to present the Atlanta Region's Plan update
for 2020. Mr. Alexander continued stating that this presentation was a primer of the work of the Atlanta Regional
Commission (ARC). Mr. Alexander stated that the ARC was updating the regional plan and that it was expected to be
adopted February 2020. Mr. Alexander stated that the Atlanta Region's Plan is a comprehensive overview of the work

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Randy Ognio, Chairman 
Charles W. Oddo, Vice Chairman 
Edward Gibbons 
Eric K. Maxwell 
Charles D. Rousseau 

FAYETTE COUNTY, GEORGIA 
Steve Rapson, County Administrator 

Dennis A. Davenport, County Attorney 
Tameca P. White, County Clerk 

Marlena Edwards, Deputy County Clerk 

140 Stonewall Avenue West 
Public Meeting Room 

Fayetteville, GA 30214

Consent Item #11
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Minutes  
December 12, 2019 
Page Number 2 

 

In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, accommodations are available for those who are hearing impaired and/or in need of a 
wheelchair.  The Board of Commissioners Agenda and supporting material for each item is available on‐line through the County’s website at 
www.fayettecountyga.gov. This meeting will be telecast on Comcast Cable Channel 23 and on the internet at www.livestream.com . 

 

the ARC does with all the local governments in the metro Atlanta area. He continued stating that the Atlanta Region's 
Plan laid out how the ARC expect, specifically regarding transportation infrastructure and design, to plan for and meet 
challenges associated in the forecast being presented today. Mr. Alexander stated that the Atlanta Regional Commission 
(ARC) goal was to be very transparent and that the Atlanta Region's Plan update for 2020 along with interactive tools 
was available online for public review. Mr. Alexander stated that the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) surveys over 
5000 people each year across the region asking them their perceptions of how metropolitan Atlanta was doing, he added 
that they were able to get those results down to County significance allowing the County to see an overview of residents 
perception of how the County is doing. Mr. Alexander stated that at the County level in the past the biggest issue for 
citizens was the economy, coming out of the recession. Mr. Alexander stated that since then as the economy began to 
revive metropolitan Atlanta citizens’ critical issue changed to transportation, which remained true for 28% of Fayette 
County citizens as well. Mr. Alexander stated that as depicted in the forecast, as the decade ended, Metropolitan Atlanta 
will continue to be a national leader in total population change; he added, that the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) 
expected Atlanta to finish in the top 5 as of 2019. Mr. Alexander stated that Metropolitan Atlanta was the fourth fastest 
growing metropolitan in the United States which really impacted how they made long range forecasts. Mr. Alexander 
stated that the forecast extends out 35 years to 2050 where they expect metropolitan Atlanta to grow by about 2.9M 
people. Mr. Alexander stated that this sets the tone for how much infrastructure will need to be developed. Mr. Alexander 
stated that upon analysis the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) realized that a major focus was housing affordability 
as a regional issue he continued stating that as a whole, metropolitan Atlanta, is affordable. However, compounded with 
transportation, cost for middle income households, metropolitan Atlanta, which includes Fayette County, was near the 
top of the pack for total costs. Mr. Alexander discussed home price changes, regional office space and how employment 
centers continue to grow. Mr. Alexander stated that the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) reviewed where people 
lived, worked, and how they commuted, impacted transportation infrastructure. Mr. Alexander discussed population 
forecast and noted that Fayette County was expected to grow by 36,703 people through 2050. Mr. Alexander discussed 
employment forecasted and stated that because of aging, healthcare was expected to add the most jobs over this 
forecast period in metropolitan Atlanta, he added that that trend would trickle down to the local level in Fayette County, 
with healthcare jobs leading the charts in growth. Mr. Alexander stated that within the Atlanta Region's Plan there had 
been discussion of what they proposed to build especially regarding transportation infrastructure, he added that two key 
benchmarks that had to be evaluated for projects included if the project would receive federal funding and the individual 
projects potential impact to the regional air quality. Mr. Alexander stated that express lane corridors are the backbone to 
the expansion. Mr. Alexander stated that demand management, expansion, maintenance & modernization were all major 
factors included in the Atlanta Region's Plan. Mr. Alexander discussed the estimated revenues through 2050 highlighting 
the various funding sources to include federal, state, local and private funding, he added that this plan’s total revenue 
was expected to be $172.6 billon. Mr. Alexander discussed the regionally important performance measures stating that 
with 8.6 million residents expected in the region by 2050, roadway capacity projects for personal vehicles alone will not 
be able to meet the demand for a safe, accessible, and convenient transportation system. He stated the objective is to 
maintain and operate the existing transportation system, to provide reliable travel. Mr. Alexander stated with the 
anticipated growth, transportation cost would be dramatically less with the Atlanta Region's Plan in place. Mr. Alexander 
discussed how the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) continues to support the Livable Centers Initiative, where local 
communities’ downtown centers are more walkable, vibrant, and connected. Mr. Alexander thanked the Board for their 
time, attention, and interest in the ARC’s Atlanta Region's Plan update.  
 
Rob Lebeau Workforce Solutions Manager discussed Workforce Services in Fayette County. Mr. Lebeau stated that 
Workforce Development is an interconnected set of solutions to meet local employment needs. Mr. Lebeau stated that 
Fayette County was a part of Region 3 Local Workforce Development Area. Mr. Lebeau stated that Workforce had two 
core customers they serviced: job seekers which are individuals who are looking to be retrained or start in the workface 
for the first time; and businesses which are employers seeking to fulfil their employment needs. Mr. Lebeau stated that 
Workforce service delivery approach was provided via eight (8) Career Resource Centers: one full-service one-stop 
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center and seven (7) affiliate centers, he added that Workforce had one mobile unit, ten (10) Youth Programs, and 
Business Services which included work based learning and recruitment & expansion. Mr. Lebeau stated that there was 
two local center in Fayette County where individual could receive services, one was the Career Resource Center located 
in Magnolia Office Park at 500 West Lanier Ave, Suite 707 Fayetteville, GA  30214 the hours of operation are Tuesday – 
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Mr. Lebeau stated that the second center was Eckerd Connects which specifically 
focused on youths between the ages of 16- 24 to provide services, training, and potential job placement. Eckerd 
Connects is located at 1572 Highway 85, Suite 338 Fayetteville, GA  30214. Mr. Lebeau stated that the future goal for 
the career centers (both for adults and youths) was to increase participant numbers and potential outreach. Mr. Lebeau 
stated that Workforce -Business Services were services geared towards job seeks, he added stating that Workforce 
works diligently with local business to determine what their workforce needs are and how to assist in meeting those 
needs. Mr. Lebeau stated that one incentive that Workforce offers to businesses was on the job training, where 
Workforce would provide up to 90% of a position salary for up to six months as long as the job seeker is receiving on the 
job training with the intent that the employee learned the job well enough to remain on permanently. Mr. Lebeau stated 
that Workforce also offers incumbent worker training which is when an existing employees are trained for a new 
position/role or a new piece of equipment depending on the industry, Workforce in that case would pay up to 50% of the 
training cost for those individuals who learned the new skill, Mr. Lebeau stated that the only requirement was that 
individuals who successfully completed the training would receive a pay increase as a result of mastering a new skill. Mr. 
Lebeau thanked the Board for their time and the opportunity to speak to the citizens of Fayette County informing about 
the many service made available by Workforce.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING:  
 

4. Consideration of staff's recommendation to approve a new 2019 Retail Alcohol Beer and Wine License (C19-
00594) for Justin Berry, doing business as Berry Food Mart Inc., which is located at 1467 Hwy 92 N., Fayetteville, 
Georgia 30214. 
 
No citizens spoke in favor or opposition.  
 
Vice Chairman Oddo moved to approve a new 2019 Retail Alcohol Beer and Wine License (C19-00594) for Justin Berry, 
doing business as Berry Food Mart Inc., which is located at 1467 Hwy 92 N., Fayetteville, Georgia 30214. Commissioner 
Gibbons seconded. The motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent.  
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Speakers will be given a five (5) minute maximum time limit to speak before the Board of Commissioners about various topics, issues, 
and concerns. Speakers must direct comments to the Board. Responses are reserved at the discretion of the Board. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Commissioner Gibbons moved to accept the Consent Agenda with the exception of items #9 and #10. Vice-Chairman Oddo 
seconded. The motion passed 4-0. 
 

5. Approval of the County Clerk's recommendation to adopt the 2020 County Commissioner Meeting Schedule. 
 

6. Approval of the Water Committee's recommendation to accept the 2020 meeting schedule as presented. 
 

7. Approval of Resolution 2019-13, Opposing House Bill 302 and Senate Bill 172, Preemption of Local Building 
Design Standards. 
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8. Approval of a Funding Commitment Resolution for three Fayette County project applications submitted in 

response to the Atlanta Regional Commission's 2019 solicitation for Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
project funding proposals.   

 
9. Approval of the four (4) 2017 SPLOST Corridor Studies: Banks Road, Sandy Creek Road, Tyrone & Palmetto 

Roads and SR 279. 
 
Commissioner Maxwell asked for clarification on what the Board was approving regarding item #9. 
 
Phil Mallon Public Works Director stated that item #9 was the four (4) Corridor Studies. Board approval signified that 
these projects had been reviewed and are potential projects that the County would want to complete in the future. Board 
approval also provides staff and the public with guidance on the project the Board feels are needed and that they 
generally support.  
 
Chairman Ognio stated that this approval provides a list of potential projects that the Board supports setting the County 
up to be able to receive funding via grants and/or federal aid. Chairman Ognio stated that the Atlanta Regional 
Commission (ARC) was very big on corridor studies and encouraged county participation in them.  
  
Mr. Mallon stated that the intent of the four (4) 2017 SPLOST Corridor Studies presentation at the November Board of 
Commissioners meeting was to provide the Board with an overview of each study for review. Mr. Mallon added that that 
was also during the 30-day public comment period for citizen feedback. Mr. Mallon stated that as a part of the public 
comment period they received an abundance of comments regarding the Tyrone & Palmetto roads study which resulted 
in a change. Mr. Mallon started that the Tyrone & Palmetto roads study recommended a phased in widening of all of 
Tyrone and Palmetto roads, however the elected officials along with citizens who lived in the area, did not want road 
widening. Mr. Mallon continued stating that in taking all viewpoints into consideration the recommendation made was to 
only widen between State Route 54 and Dogwood Road which is within unincorporated Fayette County and had the 
highest need and for the remaining sections the recommendation was to provide operational and safety improvements.   
 
Commissioner Maxwell moved to approve three (3) 2017 SPLOST Studies: Banks Road, Sandy Creek Road, Tyrone & 
Palmetto Roads. Commissioner Gibbons seconded. The motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent.  
 
Vice Chairman Oddo moved to approve 2017 SPLOST Corridor Studies for SR 279. Chairman Ognio seconded. The 
motion passed 3-1, with Commissioner Maxwell voting in opposition. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 

 
10. Approval of the Fayette County's 2019 Comprehensive Transportation Plan and Path Design Guidelines. 

 
Mr. Mallon stated that item #10 was the Comprehensive Transportation Plan which was a guideline that identified 
existing conditions, assessed need, and provided recommendations of projects. Board approval signified that the 
projects had been reviewed and are potential projects that the County would want to complete. Board approval also 
provides staff and the public with insight on the project that the Board feel are needed and that they generally support.  
 
Commissioner Maxwell asked if there had been any projects removed from the Comprehensive Transportation Plan. 
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Mr. Mallon confirmed yes, that the TDK connection project was pulled from the plan along with various path projects at 
the request of City of Peachtree City. Mr. Mallon stated, however, the Hood Avenue bridge rebuild project had not been 
removed from the Comprehensive Transportation Plan. Mr. Mallon continued stating that in discussions with the City of 
Fayetteville they did desire to keep that project a part of the plan.  
 
Commissioner Maxwell stated that he recalled in April of 2019 expressing citizen concern and desire not to have the 
Hood Avenue bridge rebuilt, with a petition signed by about 50 residents on Hood Avenue expressing their wishes. 
Commissioner Maxwell also asked if the Airport off Lester Road project had been removed.  
 
Mr. Mallon stated that that project was not removed but updated and project was changed to a path and not a road 
connection.   
 
Commissioner Maxwell asked to have the Hood Avenue bridge rebuild project removed.  
 
Mr. Rapson stated that in his conversations with the residents on Hood Avenue they expressed being open to a 
pedestrian bridge but opposed to a bridge that would transport vehicles, he added that removing the project from the 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan would essential remove access for funding via State or Federal dollars.    
 
Commissioner Gibbons stated that the way he understood this item was that it was not a binding document but a series 
of recommendations provided via staff, expert consultants, and citizens input listing potential transportation projects for 
future review.  
 
Chairman Ognio stated that he feels the Board should work in coordination with the municipalities, the City of Fayetteville 
asked to keep this project in the Comprehensive Transportation Plan and the Board should honor their wishes.   
 
Vice-Chairman Oddo stated that along with working in coordination with the municipalities, the Board should keep in 
mind that Fayette County continues to grow. Vice-Chairman stated that the Board should plan now and keep options 
open and assessable for future changes which include funding availability. Vice-Chairman stated that from a County 
perspective he wouldn’t want to remove options that could benefit the County as a whole in the future.     
 
Vice Chairman Oddo moved to approve the Fayette County's 2019 Comprehensive Transportation Plan and Path Design 
Guidelines. Chairman Ognio seconded. The motion passed 3-1, with Commissioner Maxwell voting in opposition. 
Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 
 

11. Approval of staff's recommendation for Board of Commissioners to approve the bid from Pavement 
Technology, Inc. for Bid #1737-B Asphalt Rejuvenation for Various Roads in the amount of $116,886.02. 

 
12. Approval of the November 14, 2019 Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
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13. Consideration of the Parks and Recreation Selection Committee's recommendation to re-appoint Charles 
McCollum to the Recreation Commission for a term beginning immediately and expiring August 31, 2023. 
 
Commissioner Gibbons moved to approve Parks and Recreation Selection Committee's recommendation to re-appoint 
Charles McCollum to the Recreation Commission for a term beginning immediately and expiring August 31, 2023.  Vice- 
Chairman Oddo seconded. The motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 

 
14. Consideration of a recommendation of the Selection Committee comprised of Vice Chairman Charles W. Oddo 

and Commissioner Charles D. Rousseau to appoint Bruce Donaghey, contingent on his resignation with the Tax 
Assessor's office, to the Board of Assessor to serve an unexpired term beginning immediately and expiring 
December 31, 2021.  
 
Vice Chairman Oddo moved to approve to appoint Bruce Donaghey, contingent on his resignation with the Tax 
Assessor's office, to the Board of Assessor to serve an unexpired term beginning immediately and expiring December 
31, 2021. Commissioner Gibbons seconded. The motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 

 
15. Consideration of Environmental Management and Building Safety's recommendation to transfer the currently 

unfilled Environmental Management Department Environmental Technicians (Grade 15) position to Building 
Safety as a Building Inspector I (Grade 16). 
 
Environmental Management Director Bryan Keller stated that Environmental Management and Building Safety strived to 
provide the citizens of Fayette County with cost efficient and streamlined processes for residential home inspections. Mr. 
Keller stated that with recent staff changes in the Environmental Management Department an opportunity arose to better 
service the citizens of the county. Mr. Keller added that currently all residential erosion and sediment control inspections 
were conducted by the Environmental Management Department. These sites must be inspected when a complaint is 
received and at least 3 times during the construction process per the County’s National Pollution Discharge and 
Elimination System (NPDES) Permit and Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District requirements. Mr. Keller 
stated that the sites must also be inspected per the County’s agreement with the Georgia Environmental Protection 
Division to maintain Local Issuing Authority status. As of 11/13/2019 there were 123 residential site Environmental 
Management Inspections. Mr. Keller continued stating that by transferring this position is intended to shift the residential 
erosion and sediment control inspections to all building inspectors. Mr. Keller stated that this would eliminate the need 
for multiple inspectors from multiple departments to conduct inspection of residential sites and results in fewer erosion 
and sedimentation violation since building inspectors are on site more frequently than the Environmental Management 
Department. These inspections take minimal time if an inspector is already on site 
 
Commissioner Gibbons moved to approve Environmental Management and Building Safety's recommendation to 
transfer the currently unfilled Environmental Management Department Environmental Technicians (Grade 15) position to 
Building Safety as a Building Inspector I (Grade 16).  Vice Chairman Oddo seconded. The motion passed 4-0. 
Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 

 
16. Consideration of staff's recommendation to transfer $22,160.00 from the Vehicle Replacement Fund to purchase 

a new F150 for the newly transferred Building Inspector I. 
 
Commissioner Gibbons suggested reviewing other department who may be in need of a new vehicle, transferring the 
used vehicle to the Department of Building Safety for the Building Inspector position.  
 
Mr. Rapson agreed stating that a vehicle replacement review was typically performed.   
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Vice Chairman Oddo moved to approve staff's recommendation to transfer $22,160.00 from the Vehicle Replacement 
Fund to purchase a new F150 for the newly transferred Building Inspector I. Commissioner Gibbons seconded. The 
motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 

 
17. Consideration of staff's recommendation to award Bid No. 1598-B Chlorine Dioxide Generation System to the 

low bidder, Lakeshore Engineering in the amount of $934,080.00, and Task Order FC-20-05 under Contract No. 
1221-P Water System Engineer of Record for construction management in the amount of $184,173.00. 

 
Water System Director Vanessa Tigert stated that The Chlorine Dioxide Generation System construction project would 
upgrade the current system at South Fayette Water Treatment Plant, she continued stating that Chlorine Dioxide is used 
to disinfect water during the treatment process.  Ms. Tigert stated that the current obsolete system used chlorine gas to 
feed directly to the water being treated and could allow for generation of excess levels of unwanted disinfection by-
products as well as operator safety concerns.  Ms. Tigert stated that this new system would use a solution of sodium 
chlorate, hydrogen peroxide and sulfuric acid to produce the chlorine dioxide. Ms. Tigert stated that no chlorine gas is 
used or produced in this process, significantly reducing by-product and operator safety concerns. Ms. Tigert stated that 
Lakeshore Engineering was the lowest bidder at $934,080.00 and Jacobs the Water System Engineer of Record 
proposed to perform the construction management for $184,173.00 totaling $1,118,253 which was below the funded 
amount approved by the Board in 2018 for this Capital Improvement Project.  
 
Commissioner Maxwell expressed his appreciation for the Water System quick response to recent incident.  
 
Commissioner Maxwell asked for future review if the Water Systems would continue to need CH2M services to manage 
or could those services now be fulfilled in-house.    
 
Commissioner Gibbons moved to approve staff's recommendation to award Bid No. 1598-B Chlorine Dioxide Generation 
System to the low bidder, Lakeshore Engineering in the amount of $934,080.00, and Task Order FC-20-05 under 
Contract No. 1221-P Water System Engineer of Record for construction management in the amount of $184,173.00. 
Vice-Chairman Oddo seconded. The motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 

18. Consideration of staff's recommendation to award Contract 1751-B, Veterans Parkway at SR 92 - Signalization to 
Southeastern Site Development, Inc. for the amount of $658,038.97 (2004 SPLOST R-5F). 

 
Mr. Mallon stated that the award of this contract would begin lane work, grading work, and installation of the traffic signal.  
 
Vice-Chairman Oddo moved to award Contract 1751-B, Veterans Parkway at SR 92 - Signalization to Southeastern Site 
Development, Inc. for the amount of $658,038.97 (2004 SPLOST R-5F). Chairman Ognio seconded. The motion passed 
4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 

 
19. Consideration of the County Attorney's recommendation to deny a disposition of tax refund, as requested by 

David Jerard, for tax years 2009-2016. 
 
County Attorney Dennis Davenport stated that Mr. David Jerard acquired his residence in Peachtree City on May 21, 
2008. In 2017 he appealed the assessed value of his residence. The resulting research by the Assessor’s Office led to 
the removal of finished basement square footage from his property record card for tax year 2017 and forward. Mr. 
Davenport stated that Mr. Jerard is requesting a refund of taxes assessed upon the finished basement for tax years prior 
to 2017. Mr. Davenport stated that the property was correctly recorded as a residence with a finished basement in the 
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records of the assessors.  Mr. Davenport stated that  on March 14, 2018, during a 2017 tax appeal, Mr. Jerard presented 
evidence of significant water damage to the finished basement  The damage to the basement was so complete that it 
triggered a full removal of "finished basement" square footage from the property record card. Mr. Davenport stated that 
the damage caused the assessors to conclude that the basement area no longer qualified as "finished" for valuation 
purposes.  The appeal was ended, and the property record card was updated.  The billing for tax year 2017 was 
adjusted accordingly. Mr. Davenport stated that a denial of refund is recommended for all tax years prior to 2016 based 
on the three-year statute of limitations. Mr. Davenport stated that a denial of refund for tax year 2016 is recommended 
based upon failure to establish an error or illegality in the record of assessment.  
 
Vice-Chairman Oddo moved to deny a disposition of tax refund, as requested by David Jerard, for tax years 2009-2016. 
Commissioner Gibbons seconded. The motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 

 
20. Consideration of the County Attorney's recommendation to approve a disposition of tax refund, as requested by 

Kevin and Cynthia Haggins, for tax year 2018 in the amount of $352.37. 
 

Mr. Davenport stated that Kevin and Cynthia Haggins are requesting a refund of property taxes paid on their residence in 
Fayetteville for tax years 2017 and 2018.  Mr. Davenport continued stating that the Haggins family acquired this property 
on April 29, 2016. At that time, the property record card for the property included a basement.  Mr. Haggins claims that 
the residence does not include a basement. Construction of the residence at 210 Broadwater Drive was completed in 
2016. Mr. Davenport stated that at that time the assessors created a property record card for the property that included a 
basement. Mr. Davenport added that in tax year 2019, the Haggins noticed a basement was listed on the property record 
card. They reported the issue to the assessors.  A site visit to the property confirmed that no basement existed at this 
residence.  Mr. Davenport stated that the property record card was updated to reflect this information for 2019 and all tax 
years thereafter. Mr. Davenport stated that although the basement was present on the property record card for 2017, it 
was not a factor in establishing the fair market value used for the assessment of taxes for 2017.  Instead, the assessors 
relied upon the 2016 sales price of the property to establish fair market value, a methodology authorized under law. No 
error was made in assessing the 2017 property taxes. Therefore, a denial of the refund requested for tax year 2017 will 
be recommended. Mr. Davenport stated however, a refund would be recommended for 2018. In that year, the facts 
found on the property record card were used to calculate the fair market value of the property upon which the 
assessment was based. Mr. Davenport stated that the card included a basement that was not present on this property. 
The inclusion of the basement was an error in the record of the 2018 assessment. 
 
Mr. Haggins expressed his concerns and frustrations regarding his property assessment and suggested that the process 
of how residents are assessed be reviewed. Mr. Haggins requested his 2018 taxes assessment be approved and asked 
that the 2017 assessment be considered also. 
 
Commissioner Gibbons moved to approve to approve a disposition of tax refund, as requested by Kevin and Cynthia 
Haggins, for tax year 2018 in the amount of $352.37. Vice-Chairman Oddo seconded. The motion passed 4-0. 
Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 

 
21. Consideration of the County Attorney's recommendation to approve a disposition of tax refund, as requested by 

Mathias H. and Suzanne M. Thernes, for tax years 2016, 2017 and 2018 for an aggregate amount of $1,052.05. 
 
Mr. Davenport stated that Mr. Mathias H. and Ms. Suzanne M. Thernes purchased their residence at in Peachtree City 
on December 13, 1989. At that time the house was recorded as a 2,794 square foot residence. Mr. Davenport stated that 
in preparing to sale the home in the summer of 2019, the residence was measured for appraisal and found to be 2,287 
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square feet.  The Thernes, based upon the 507 square foot discrepancy and as trustees for the living trust in which the 
home is titled, request a partial refund of taxes paid on the residence since their 1989 acquisition. 
Mr. Davenport stated that the Thernes did not become aware of the error until 2019, 30 years post acquisition of 
property. Mr. Davenport stated that the provisions of the refund statute provide a taxpayer with a limited three-year 
window within which refunds can be attained to redress errors in the property record card.  The provisions of the refund 
statute are to be interpreted in strict compliance with the language set forth by the state legislature. As such, a denial of 
refund is recommended for tax year 2015 and all years previous thereto. Mr. Davenport stated that these years are time 
barred by a statute of limitations. Mr. Davenport stated that tax year of 1989 is time barred and the property did not 
belong to the Thernes on the date of assessment for that year, January 1, 1989. As they were not the party responsible 
for property the tax payment in 1989, they are not entitled to refund. 
 
Vice-Chairman Oddo moved to approve to approve a disposition of tax refund, as requested by Mathias and Suzanne 
Thernes, for tax years 2016, 2017 and 2018 for an aggregate amount of $1,052.05. Commissioner Gibbons seconded. 
The motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 

 
22. Consideration of the County Attorney's recommendation to approve a disposition of tax refund, as requested by 

Waymon Ahart, for tax year 2018 in the amount of $1,350.32. 
 
Mr. Davenport stated that the Assessor’s' office is requesting a partial refund of 2018 taxes on behalf of Mr. 
Waymon Ahart.  Mr. Davenport stated that upon discovery of a misapplication of Mr. Ahart’s L3 homestead, this request 
was initiated. Mr. Davenport stated that a qualified applicant for L3 homestead exemption is entitled to a fifty percent 
school tax exemption.  Mr. Ahart applied for an L3 homestead exemption on August 23, 2017.  Mr. Davenport stated that 
at that time, he was found to qualify for the exemption.  He was over age 65 and fell within a qualifying income bracket.  
Mr. Davenport stated that his application for homestead misidentified his tax parcel number. As such, the exemption was 
not applied to his 2018 tax bill. Mr. Davenport stated that Mr. Ahart was found to be eligible for the L3 exemption in 2017 
but, an error in the record caused the failure of application. The absence of the exemption led to a substantial increase in 
tax liability for 2018.  The error has been corrected for the 2019 and all future tax years. Mr. Davenport stated that 
Approval of the requested refund is recommended to amend this error. 

Commissioner Gibbons moved to approve a disposition of tax refund, as requested by Waymon Ahart, for tax year 2018 
in the amount of $1,350.32. Vice-Chairman Oddo seconded. The motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was 
absent. 

 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS: 
 

 
A. Contract #1504-P: Public Works Engineer of Record – Task Order 4; 120 Shoal Creek Road Culvert 

Replacement; Change Order 1 
 

B. Contract #1683-S: 2004 SPLOST Engineer of Record – Task Order 1; East Fayetteville Bypass, New 
Alignment Extended Northern Terminus of Project 

 
C. Contract #1683-S: 2004 SPLOST Engineer of Record – Task Order 2; East Fayetteville Bypass, New 

Alignment Upgrade to Intersection Control at McDonough Road 
 
D. Contract #1728-A: Court Resurfacing 
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County Administrator Steve Rapson presented the Hot Project Updates  
 
Dogwood Trail (11/14/2019)  
Dogwood Trail is currently closed to all thru-traffic.  Utility relocation remains the primary construction activity.  Comcast is 
currently on-site and are anticipating an additional two weeks of work.  Much of the utility work is sequential, which extends the 
time needed for all utilities to be relocated.  The temporary water bypass line is complete and passed the pressure test on 
10/23/19.  The project remains on-schedule for the road to open in Spring 2020.   
   
Starr’s Mill Tunnel (11/14/19)  
This project is for the construction of a multi-use path tunnel under Redwine Road, immediately south of the Robinson Road 
intersection.  The project includes new path construction along the west side of Redwine Road and Robinson Road to connect 
with existing paths.  County and PTC staff met with the Consultant on September 30 to identify field issues and establish design 
criteria.  A revised Task Order from the Consultant is being reviewed by County staff.    
   
Old Senoia Road Culvert Replacement (11/14/2019)  
Old Senoia Road is scheduled to re-open by the end of the day Friday November 15th, 2019 once traffic striping is complete.  
Traffic may be reduced to one lane in the coming weeks as the contractor completes guardrail installation and site cleanup, 
expect minimal delays.  
 
Intersection of SR 92, Veterans Parkway and Westbridge Road (11/14/19)  
This intersection, currently operating as a two-way stop, has been approved for a traffic signal with turn lanes.  Design for the 
project and right-of-way acquisition is complete.  Fayette County received quotes for the concrete strain poles and coordination 
between Fayette County, GDOT and utility companies are underway regarding the types of poles to support the signal 
equipment.   The invitation to bid package for construction is currently being advertised.  Bids are due November 26, 2019.     
  
Interchange Project at SR 74 and I-85 (11/14/19)  
This project is in right of way acquisition stage and appraisals are currently being prepared.  The construction let date is Summer 
2021.  There are no funding shortfalls at this point.  
  
East Fayetteville Bypass (11/14/19)  
The critical path for construction runs through the 700-ft bridge design for the crossing of Morning Creek.  Currently staff is 
working with multiple property owners, GA Power, GDOT, the USACOE and the project team to get access to the bridge area for 
subsurface investigations.     
  
Morning Dove Drive Culvert Replacement (11/14/2019)  
The Morning Dove Drive culvert replacement project kicked off this month. The contractor, Piedmont Paving, has completed all 
clearing activities, erosion control measures, and installation of the new waterline.  The culvert sections have been delivered to 
the site and culvert construction is expected to begin by next week. 

 
ATTORNEY’S REPORTS: 
Notice of Executive Session: County Attorney Dennis Davenport stated that there were one item of pending litigation, one item 
of real estate acquisition, and the review of the Executive Session minutes for November 14, 2019. 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS: 
 
Commissioner Maxwell 
Commissioner Maxwell wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 
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Commissioner Gibbons 
Commissioner Gibbons reminded everyone to please keep all those who serve in the armed forces away from their families in 
your prayers during this holiday season. 
 
Vice-Chairman Oddo  
Vice-Chairman Oddo wished everyone a Merry Christmas and encourage all to keep those who serve and protect us in our 
prayers. 

Chairman Ognio  
Chairman Ognio provided a State of the County year-end review. Chairman Ognio stated that the County passed a balanced 
budget although taxes were not rolled back the County’s Public Safety staff did receive a well-deserved increase, the County was 
also able to refinance the Criminal Justice Center bonds saving the County approximately $2M, Chairman Ognio added that the 
County continues to work through the SPLOST project list with many underway and more upcoming, the County was able to 
complete the Comprehensive Transportation Plan which would assist in receiving State and Federal funding. Chairman Ognio 
stated that the County was currently working, in coordination with State, with the Elections Office preparing for the upcoming 
election season with its new updated election equipment; the Secretary of State announced the creation of a new website at 
securevotega.com encouraging all citizens to visit. Chairman Ognio state that the County would be planning a Bicentennial 
Anniversary celebration for 2021. Chairman Ognio thanked his fellow Board members for the opportunity to be Chairman and 
thanked County staff for a job well done.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Notice of Executive Session: County Attorney Dennis Davenport stated that there were one item of pending litigation, one item 
of real estate acquisition, and the review of the Executive Session minutes for November 14, 2019. Vice-Chairman Oddo moved 
to go into Executive Session. Commissioner Gibbons seconded. The motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 

The Board recessed into Executive Session at 4:06 p.m. and returned to Official Session at 4:16 p.m.  
 
Return to Official Session and Approval to Sign the Executive Session Affidavit: Chairman Ognio moved to return to 
Official Session and for the Chairman to sign the Executive Session Affidavit. Vice-Chairman Oddo seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 
 
Approval of the November 14, 2019 Executive Session Minutes: Chairman Ognio moved to approve the November 14, 2019 
Executive Session Minutes. Vice Chairman Oddo seconded. The motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Chairman Ognio moved to adjourn the December 12, 2019 Board of Commissioners meeting. Vice Chairman Oddo seconded. 
The motion passed 4-0. Commissioner Rousseau was absent. 
 
The December 12, 2019 Board of Commissioners meeting adjourned at 4:66 p.m. 
 
    
___________________________________                                                   _____________________________________ 
Marlena Edwards, Deputy County Clerk                Randy C. Ognio, Chairman 
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The foregoing minutes were duly approved at an official meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Fayette County, Georgia, held 
on the 9th day of January 2020.  Referenced attachments are available upon request at the County Clerk’s Office. 
 
_____________________________________ 
Marlena Edwards, Deputy County Clerk 
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