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AGENDA  

FAYETTE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

140 STONEWALL AVENUE WEST 

December 16, 2021 

7:00 pm 
    

*Please turn off or turn to mute all electronic devices during the  

Planning Commission Meetings     

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 

1. Consideration of the Minutes of the meeting held on December 2, 2021. 

 

2. Consideration of a Revised Major Final Plat of Bay Chappell Farms, Phase 1 & 2, Lot 36, 41, and 

42. The property will consist of 3 lots zoned R-72 and is located in Land Lot 167 of the 4th District 

and fronts on Stable Creek Road.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

  

3. Discussion of the Fayette County Comprehensive Plan Update 
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BROADBAND SERVICES ELEMENT 
 
Broadband is not a luxury; its critical infrastructure." 

- Kim Reynolds 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Each local government must include in its Comprehensive Plan an action plan for the 
deployment of broadband services by broadband service providers into unserved areas within 
its jurisdiction. 
 

INVENTORY 
 
This inventory includes the Georgia Broadband Program, areas in the County which are under 
served for broadband availability and the broadband service providers serving Fayette County.  
 
Georgia Broadband Program: In 2018, the state created the Georgia Broadband Program. The 
purpose of the Georgia Broadband Program is to expand broadband services throughout the 
state to increase economic, education, and social opportunities. The program promotes a 
minimum deployment of broadband services with a minimum of 25 Mbps download and 3 
Mbps upload speeds. 
 
Broadband Availability and Map:  The Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) 
provides a broadband availability map on its website.  The map uses data from two sources, the 
Federal Communication Commission (FCC) and the Georgia Broadband Program.    The base for 
areas depicted on the maps is Census blocks.   
 
The criteria used for the FCC map is when broadband service is available to at least one location 
(residential or business) in a Census block, the block is considered served.  Census blocks with 
address locations present that did not meet this criteria are considered unserved.  The criteria 
for the Georgia Broadband Program map is service is available to more than 80% of locations in 
a Census block, so the Census block would considered to be served.  Census blocks that did not 
meet this criteria are considered as unserved. 
 
There are 1,705 census blocks in Fayette County.  Per the Georgia Broadband Program map, 
there are 46 Census blocks that are considered unserved which is 2.7 percent of the total 
Census blocks. Eleven of these unserved Census blocks are in a municipality or are split 
between a municipality and the unincorporated County.   The majority of the unserved Census 
blocks are in the southern portion of the County in the Brooks area south of Rising Star Road.  
Map BB-1 illustrates the unserved Census blocks.  Also, depicted on the map are Census blocks 
that have no locations to serve with broadband. 
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MAP BB-1 

BROADBAND SERVICES 
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Broadband Providers:  There are two major providers of broadband services which provide a 
hard connection in Fayette County.  These providers are AT&T and XFINITY from Comcast.  An 
internet search also indicates two companies that provide wireless satellite connection. These 
providers are HugesNet and Viasat.    
 

Broadband Ready Community Designation 
 
The Broadband Ready Community Designation is for a community that has taken steps to 
increase broadband service availability. A local government that has amended their 
comprehensive plan to include strategies to increase broadband services and has adopted a 
Model Ordinance is eligible to apply for a Broadband Ready Community Designation.  The 
development of this Element in the Comprehensive Plan is the first step toward the Broadband 
Ready Community Designation. 
 
The purpose of the Model Ordinance is to facilitate the deployment of broadband services. The 
ordinance requires that a single point of contact for the County be named to administer 
matters related to a broadband network deployment, especially in right-of-way (ROW).  The 
ordinance also stipulates required timeframes for the County to administer an application for 
broadband infrastructure in County ROW. 
 

ASSESSMENT  
 
At this time, broadband services, as specified in the Georgia Broadband Program, are available 

to 97.3 percent of the Census blocks in Fayette County.  The County will need to work with 

broadband service providers to determine what barriers there are to expanding broadband 

services in unserved Census blocks and what the County can do to help eliminate barriers to the 

expansion of broadband services in Fayette County. 

  

POLICIES AND OBJECTIVES  
 
The following policies and objectives presented in this section emphasize the need to maximize 
the efficiency of the existing and future broadband network.   Following the policies is a listing 
of objectives which address specific issues and recommendations courses of action for 
addressing these issues. 
 

 
Policy:  Achieve broadband availability, as specified in the Georgia Broadband 
Program, in 100 percent of the Census blocks in Fayette County.  
 
 

Objective a. Develop an association with the broadband providers serving Fayette 
County to work toward broadband availability in 100 percent of the 
Census blocks in Fayette County.  
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Objective b. Work in cooperation with the municipalities to support broadband 
availability in 100 percent of the Census blocks in Fayette County, 
including those Census blocks that are in a municipality or are split 
between a municipality and the unincorporated County. 

 
 
Policy:  Pursue the Broadband Ready Community Designation for Fayette County.

   
 
 

 
Objective a. Adopt the Broadband Ready Community Model Ordinance naming the 

County Engineer or his/her designee as the single point of contact for the 
County to administer matters related to a broadband network 
deployment. 

 
 




